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i “BLACK HUNDREDS” TERR

Victims of‘raid of the “Black Hundred.”
Inspired by Ritual Murder Trial Lawless
- Bands of Rufhians Have Begun Sys-
tematic Pillaging and Murdering

By W, B, NORTHROP,

ITUAL: murder” as charged
agalnst the Jews in Russia Is
now recornized by those ac-

quainted with the facts as a

mere pretext for persecution. It s a
slgnal for the terrorists, the Black Hun-
dred, to renew thelr onslaughts,  Those
most fumiliar with conditions  In  the

Russian Jewlish pale and in Poland have
reason to believe that darker days arg
coming for the =ons of Israel

Strangely enough, thisg ery of ritual
murder has always been raised previous
to and pretext for persecutions,
As a= the fifteenth century the
murder of a boy, Simon of Trent, was
cited as an instance of ritual muarder
In this case a Polish priest of Vienna
put to the torture and finally had the
authorities execute several unfortunats
Jews, one of whom, after weeks of in-
human inquisition, was alleged to have
“confessed,”  The details of this third
degree acknowledgment of gullt were
laid before Pope Sixtus IV, who issued
a decree against accusing Jews of ritual
murder and also denounced the Polish
priest and his coadjutors as actual mur-
derers.

The same priest attempted o sundlar
accusation against the Jews sotne yoars
later.  Assisted by o criminal pamed
Paul Meyer he gave information cone-
cerning the Kidnapping and murder of a
Chrigtian bLoy for “ritual™ purposes,
Meyer subsequently confessed the whaole
affair to be a fraudulent gaocusation,

Centuries ago several Kings of Poland
prohibited the raising of this partcular
accusation against the Jews and & nume-
ber of Popes have publicly condemned
it. Pope Innocent IV, issucd bulls in
May and July, 1247, and September,
1268, forbidding the accusation of Jews
on wshis charge; Pope Gregory X, is-
sued a similar bull in October, 1272;
Pope Martin V, did likewise in Febru-
ary. 1422, and November, 1447: while
Pope PPaul T11 in May, 1540, positively
forbade Christians to raise the cry of
ritual murder against Jews under pain
of excommunication, Later Popes have
also denounced the time worn and what
Michael Davitt  called  the “murder
making” legend.

And yet, despite the history of this
false and criminal accusation against
the Jews, the same pretext i® now put
forward: and despite the acquittal of
Mendel Bellis bands of lawless raflians
have already begun systematic terror-
ism among the Jews of Russia

us a

calbiy

Unfortunately numbers of  HRussian
minor officials  derive direct  profit
graft—from these prosecutions.  the

Black Hundred organizations operating
not infrequently under secret  oflicial
sanction, Though muany outrages and
even murders are almost of daily oc-
currence throughout the Jewish pale
and in sections of "olish Russia, Gov-
ernment officials are making little or no
effort to prevent such acts,

Within the Jewish P'ale, a district of
Russla about as large France, there
are some 4,000,000 Hebrews,  Among
these defenceless and usually non-re-
pisting people the Black Huandreds have
again become active, taking advantage
of the race hatred roused by the re-
cent “ritual” trial at Kief. Tt Is hoped
by widespread and systematie terror-
ism to create panic among the Jews
which will ultimately result in their
wholesale emigration  or, failing that,
extinction,

Numerous motives aee assigned for
the Russian hatred against the Jews,
among which may be cited commercial
Jealousy, religious bhigotry and the fear
which a bureaucracy holds for a people
whose tendencies are toward democracy
and social reform, tacial hatred, of
course, plays Its sinister part also,

Aside from the motives behind the
movement, however, the fact remains
that the theatre is being staged for a
widespread persecution against Jews in
Russia. The trial of Mendel  DBelli
was only the prologue to the tragedy,

Russan officials connected with the
police of the larger towns have long
been growing rich by working In con-
cert with roaming and apparently de-
tached hands of thugs and blanckmalilers
whose depredations have recently be-
come so daring and extensive that even
the lnw seems powerless to cope with
them,

Bome years ago when the writer vis-
ited Warsaw he had an opportunity of
obtaining first hand information con-
cerning the manner In which these or-
ganized bands of terrorists known as
Black Hundreds operate,  Emboldened
by successes, achieved maostly throngh
connivanwe f Russiun minor odminia-
trative officluls, they present to-day a
gerious problem to the state.  Durlng
the recent trinl at Kief they committed
many atroelties in the outlying dis-
tricts, and thelr supposed association
with the influential All Russlan League
of Nobles has given them a standing
and power which renders them truly
formidable,

When, a few years ago, during an
earlier agitation agolnst the Jewa in

=

ussia, the writer appled to the Amert-
can Consulate at Hambure for advice |
and Information preparatory to visiting
the Jewlsh Pale, it was plainly intimated
that the protection of the American Goy-
ernment—despite  the of a
pagsport—could not be extended to any
one who attempted to journey through
the disaffected districts,

“It is positlvely  not safe
stranger to g0 through these districts,” |
sald a cons=ular oMecial, “and any one |
seen tuking photographe |« Ilkel’ 1o
shaot The shooting of people on the
strects of the larger towns has now he-

possession

for any

come =0 common that it falls to attract
attention,’

Strangely enough, to such o piteh of
excitement had the populace risen gt
this time that even the Jews  wen

lHkely to resent the taking of photo
graphs In the streets, fearing the pice- |
woere  intended  for in anti
Semlite journals.  Several ully Ku-
ropean Journalists and  photographers
weie attacked and driven from  the
Jewlsii quarters, ome or two were shot
and thelr badies left Iving in the street
a% an example to other overcurious in-
udrers

As the Russiaa minor officials and the
pollce addicted to systematic brig-
and graft it naturally follows
that free rein is given to holdup men of
cvery other description. The organiza-
tion of these bands and thelr ingenious
methods of doing business are almost
unknown outside of Russia,

So much terror has the name of the
Black Hundreds created in Russia that
the entire population of many large dis-
tricts have been overawed by them, All
fuith in police protection has been aban-
doned and no citlzen is safe from their
attack, Most of thelr crimes are coms-
mitted in open davlight and in the bold-
estl manner imaginable,

One gection of the Black Hundreds has
even developed what |s known as a '8

tures

are
amdage

o
clety for the Collection of Debt,”  Mem-
bers of this organization prey upon
small shopkeepers, whom they tervify

Into turning over to them the names of
their debitors,  With these names they
muake systematic calls on  Individuals
and demand payment in the name of
the ereditors,  Vielence and even mur-
der follow the refusal of payvment on
the part of the debtor, Inability to pay
is not accepted ax an excuse,  Needless
to say, debts so collected never reach
the legitimate owners of the claim,

It is not unusual for members of the
Black Hundreds to terrorize in broad
daylight several blocks of a0 city And

without the |east
the part of the police,

Cme or two members of a gang will
approach the residence of some fairly
well to do Jewish tradesman and  de-
mand an interview,  Upon the trades-
man’s  presenting himself o revolver
will be thrust into his fa and the
keys of the safe demanded.  The least
hesitation or refusal results in imme-
diate attack, Bometimes in attempting

this interference on

to hold up a somewhat alert trades-
man they will v met at the door hy
him with a revolver in his hand A

fusillade |8 the result., The Black Hun-
dreds seldom fall vietims in these en- |
counters, owing to the fact that they
are ready to shoot Instantly, whereas
the average citizen pauses before nsing
a deadly weapon,

If the DBlack Hundreds know that
they will meet with resistance on one
of these “debt collecting” errands they
leomedintely despateh thelr vietim.  So
many oatrages of this character have
been committed that most people im-
mediately  open  their doors  at  the
Black Hundred demand,  These hands
boldly go from house to house and ter-

rorize an  entire district  in a  few
hours,

They frequently leave in their trall
murders and other atrocities of a cold
hlooded and wanton character., It s
#eldom they are caught or even mo-
lested by the police. It is this immu-
nity that has led the citizens of the

larger cities to believe that the pollee
are actually in the pay of the prinei-
pal hands.

One of the favorite moves on the
part of these bands & to watech women
returning from hanks, The leader will
offer to accompany a woman (o her
home, “owing to the risk of being on
the streets In times of such danger”
A refusal on the part of the woman
of the so called “assistance” Imme-
dintely results in an open attack,

At times women 8o molested  will
nttempt  to rid themselves of  their
would-he escorts, and this always leads
to n vieious and often murderous attack
in the open streets, Pedestrinns nlways
flee from the scene of such crimes,
fearing to be shot dywn or knifed them-
selves. An appeal to the police often
results In the arrest of Innocent by-
standers or in charges belng brought
againsat the vietims of the outrages.

Old people and children are not aafe
from the murderous d. lgns of these

roaming bands., The writer is personally
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Upper picture —Warsaw police arresting innocent passers-by after “*Black Hundred™” have robbed officer.

Lower picture

acquainted with the details of one case
in which the Black Hundreds demanded
from an aged couple the sum of 300
at o certain date under o threat of
death,  Somehow it had corwe to the
knowledge of the leader of thls partics-

ular band that the sow. of these aged
people was making Some moeney in
England, The parents were told to

write to this son and demand on thelr
behalf the payvment of the =um men-
tioned and were threatened with death
at a certain date if the money were not
fortheoming

The son was advised to seck the aid

Behind Pri
Contonned from Third Pane

What he would have done had he
geon the dapk eells and the condition of
the men who had been Kept there for a
few months may be conjectured,  The
public is indeed assured that the use of
these colle has long been discontinued,
bt seven or eight hundred prisoners
know that as late as last October a cer-
tain convet commonly  referred 1o
“the old Englishman” was hung up by
the wrists in one of them, And there
were others,

Prison officials are polltical appointees
whose controlling aim must therefore
e the security and prosperity of them-
selves, and only afterward (if at ally the
welfare and just and decent treatiment
of the convicts, They have their sal-
aries (nlggardly enough If we regard
the work they are supPosed to do, but
afMuent in view of what they actually
don, and they have the Government ap-
propriations for expenses and supplies
for the penitentiary, which they are ex-
pected 1o handle  economically, But
eeonomy and decent and humane treat-
ment of prisoners in jail are incom-
patible, even were the men Kept stead-
ily and productively at work under
proper conditions and paid for what
they produced,

A Jall properly administered would be
one of the most expensive investments
in the world, Dut Congress, as at pres-
ent advised, thinks only of cutting down
the already  miserably  insufficlent  sti-
pend, and that warden who can, at the
end of his fiscal year, show a balance in
favor of the Government may depend
upon holding his position, and nohody
conslders the mortal tears, misery and4
outrage from which that favorable bal-
ance Is derived,  For not only if It be
wisgely and honestly expended is the sup-

N

ply of money insutficlent but much of
it I8 wasted by mere ignorance, negli-
gence  and  Incompetence, and much

more of it, a8 recent exposures In news-
papers Indlcate, leaks away in the form
of graft. For all thls waste the convict
must pay in privations and cruelties not
authorized or contemplated hy a Gov-
ernment none too considerable at hest-—
and men above grow fat and rosy gilled,

But nothing = ~» Aifcult to prove or s,

of the Russian police, but as he him-
self had fed the country to avold ser-
viee in the army  and his passport
had thereby  been forfeited he coftd
not return to the country without run-
ning the risk of arrest, A written ap-
peitl to Hussian authorities would have

heen utterly  fruitless, particularly as
the officials  immediately concerned in
the particular neighborhood Werse

doubtless waiting themselves for a por-

tion of the ransom money, As a Ccone
sequence  there was nothing to do hut
radse the £500 and send it ta Hussia
before the date set for the murder of

go easy to conceal as graft—all the in-
genuity and resources of the grafters
are  primarily and undeviatingly de-
voted to covering their tracks, 8o much
12 allowed for malntenance, subsistence,
construction; the bills and recelpts are
shown: all seems right,  And yet, some-
how, buildings remain unfinished,
grounds are a raw wilderness, men are
¢lad In rags inherited from previous
generations and are starved and abused.
Meanwhile o warden on a four or five
thousand dollar salary contrives to live
at the rate of ten or twelve, and may
own valuable real estate in the city,

Do miracles occur In jalls, after hav-
ing been so long discontinued elsewhere?
O must we at last realize that the com-
fort and soft living of a handful of ras-
cals 18 obtained at the cost of the tlesh
and blood and despalr of thousands of
men? T belleve there are 500,000 con-
victs in this country annually, gagged
and helpless, to whom we give the name

of convicts, bhut who, whatever thelr
erimes, are still our own  flesh and
blood—brothers of ours—our ownp very

selves, but for speclal elrcumstances for
- -
THE WALL.

By Julian Hawthorne.

Atlanta Penitentiary, October, 1913.

HE long., high wall

out life

That death-in-life holds in its coil
Its height and reach cannot prevent
The sky, nor check the immortal strife
We wage with sullen Fate, nor spoil
Our desperate hope, nor circumvent
Dreams, that deny our aimless toil!

that shuts

What fear and ignorance have built

Shall pass with ignorance and fear

Belore the breath of Love; and man,

Casting aside the mask of guilt

That baffed, cursed and mocked them
here,

Shall know each other once again!

And must we die, release so nnr!J

Victim of the “Black Hundred” made mad by their torture.

the two, old people.  Had it not been
sent  the Black Huondreds would not
have hesitated to execute their design

The kidnapping of children by thes
bands 18 80 common a practice through-

out DPolish  Russian that lttle heed s
paid to cases of this Kind Hundreds
of complaints following such outrages
were at first lodeed with the poilee,

but in no instance did the ofivials manie
fest any Inclination to put an end to
the outrages Parents so unfortunate
as o we'' thelr children now  con-
centrate their attention upon  raising
the sum required for their recovery,

which we are not responsible,  Dut for
their souls and lives we are responsible,
and to gtrive to redecem and succor them
our own intelligent self-interest should
prompt us to spend and labor lavishiy,

Instead of that our habitual attirade
toward them is that of indifference or
even hostility, For why should we hon-
est people waste our gomd money and
precious sympathy on a convict?  Has
he not already robbed us enough?

It would be a shallow thing to hold
up as monsters of hardheartedness and
depravity the ofticials who have been
intrusted  with  the conduet of our
prisons.  If they do wickedly and cor-
ruptly it not because they are to
hegin with  preterhuman  sinners, but
hecause we summonced them to duties
far above their capacity and training,
which involve temptations amd provoca-
tions which they lack will and power to
recist; which give them power over fel-
low creatures which the most mag-
nanimous and purest men might hes-
itate to assume, and which inevitably
plunge men who are not magnanimous
or pure into deeds of Injustice, dishonor
and Inhumanity. In a sense, the officials
are no less vietims of the ignorance and
frivolity of the community than are
the prigsoners themselves,

But, at any rate, the officlals are few
and the prisoners are many, If any-
thing is to be done to make things bet-
ter there I8 more hope In dealing with
the officialy first.  After they have heen
driven out and their places filled with
honorable and enlightened men  who
will at least administer the law as |t
stunde with Integrity and judgment we
=hall he in a better position to consider
whether the law itgelf bhe hevond crit-
icism and its penalties justly and pru-
dently devised, Crime as it exists is an
enormous evil, and it costs us enors
mously, and c¢heap and pinchbeck
methods will never rid us of it

[Copyuright, 1914, by the Wheeler SByundi-
cate, Ine.]

The next Installment of Julian
Hawthorne's sensational prison
expose “Behind Prison Walls”
will be published in The Sun next
Sunday.
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Jewesses in Warsaw mourning loss of relatives killed by marauder-,

QOutrages Against Sons of Israel Are ol

Daily Occurrence and Darker Times
of Persecution Are Expected

Failure

: to provide the exact sum
has invariably resulted in the perma-
nent  disappearance of the Kidnapped
[ vhildren or else their more dreadful
return in a mutilated  condition At
times dead bodies of children are re-
turned by way  of warning to other
pairents not to e remlss in the raising
of 1} sums of money demanded within
the albotted tims One unhappy
mother was unable 1o gather together
the entire  sum demanded, but  sent
| what she had on the day set for pay-
{m- nt. As the sum was twenty rubles
| less than was required the child was
| resturned with right hand cut off
These and  =imilar itrocities have
roussd througl t Russian Moland and
within the Jewish pale a supreme ter-
ror of the name of Hlack Hundreds
The trial of Mendel? I on the old

trumped up charge of ritual murder has
turned these Black Hundred furies loose

imul every day Witnesses  outrages
|\\J“!| would receive wide publicity in
the more liberal Russian pr were it
| not for the strict censorship Imposed
on the printing of accounts of such
crimes, which are naturally very of-
fensive to the Government, The Rus-
slan burcaucracy does not like to ac-
Kknowledge that it is unable to cope with
the wave of lawlessness that & sweepe-
ing over the country and which has
receive ! added impetus from the ritual

murder trial in Kief. This was the sig-
nal for all =orts of depredations amd the
commission of erimes of revenge which
have nothing whatever to do with po-
litical or religious questions, The Black
Hundreds to-day in Russia are
roaming bands of gunmen, well organ-
ized among themselves, and held
gether by the motive of loot,
While the principal Black Hundred
groups work in collaboration with po-
litical organizations, many independent
bands prey on all grades of the popu-
lution, Irrespective of political opinion
or religions bellef,  The fact that many
of these robbers work Iin open day-
extent to which the

o=

sy

light shows the
industry of looting has grown
In larger Russian towns most of
e residences and many business of-
floes sitated within courtvards, the
which are closed after 10
night.  These “brami,”" or
form at night an  impedi-
the =mooth workings of the
and, consequently, they  must
conduct their affairs in the day time
When the ruffians ring at the doors
in the day time the police are seldom

this
are
of

it
Eialewiy s,
ment
Yands

Rilles

a'clink

called: but the eitizen opens the door
and usually submits to be robbwed with-
out resistance,  If any resistance what -
ever fs offered the bands colleet in
overwhelming numbers and often run
amuck through a distrier, terrorizing
eVery one,

(me of the favorite dodges of the
leaders of these bands s 1o disgulse
themselves  as laborers and ask for

work on the strects
dressod canaot
demandedd

It the person ad-
provide work, money s
Upon its refusal the bands
are called and the pedestrian is held
up When kind hearted people pro-
vide work the supposed artisan obtains
inside information concerning the place
of his employment  amd  Imparts his
knowledge 1o his accomplices, who rob
the place under the most favorable
conditions,

Killings in the streets are now coms-

monplace in many parts of HRussian
Poland and elsewhere, Numbers  of
these crimes are attributed to the

dreaded Black Hundreds, © t a8 a mat-
ter of fact they are ofte  the outeore

of feuds between different bands  of
gunmen.  In many instances they are
the result of black hand or blacks

malling operations

One of the favorite methods of shoot-
ing down people In the streets iz for
the assassin to seize the first woman
he meets and, linking his right arm in
her left, shoot his vietim from this
position  of  vantage, The woman
usually ralses an outery or falls in a
fzint, The crowds are attrmcted  to
the woman and diverted from the mur-
derer who, in the confusion, effists his

escape,  The lassitude and indifference
of the police on these occasions gives
rise to the suspleion  that  they are

cither partlies to the shootings or have
been terrified into inactivity,

Naturally, where life is so
the opportunity to obtain
one's  enemies Is often
tage of, Bands may
gaged at fairly

insecure,
revenge on
taken advan-
eaxily he en-
reasonale  prices te
“remove”  persons who  have  hecome
ohmoxlous to others,  In the low drink-
ing places of the cities leaders of these
bands of murderers may e found and

bargains for deeds of violence are soon
struck, These bands may ulso be en-
gaged for purposes of “framing up"

charges against innocent persons.

The testimony of members of such
organizations figured largely in the
Beilis  trinl, It will be remembered

that the woman who accused Bellis of
the erime of ritual murder was a mem-
ber of a gang of thieves who whuld
not refrain from murder to achieve

simply |

their object Nearly all the mem
of the underworld of Warsaw and
places are fully armed with Knive
revolvers; and It scems impossi)
police  regulations or the statut
deprive these people of their “ro
in this respet,
Another employment

versatile

to whicl
bands lend themselyves

ing delinquent  debtors to res
ment. NuUumerous cases ars
in which landlords have f
pos=gible to collect their 1 W
they threatened to eject the
the latter have arranged wit!
bers of certain gangs to vis
lords and demand that they
press for pavment

It behooves the HRussia
to take a firm  swandd
sltuation; but the very fact
Government  ltself did  its uin
obtain a conviction in the rece
mumrder trial indicates that it
intend to rise to the occasion. D
the outbreaks against  the  Jows
Kishinef in 1882 and 1891 man
cent persong lost thelr lives o
riole atroeities were committed by
barous mobs incited to frenzy |

| =ame stories as are now being circula

In all these carly massacres the
| ploded fabie of the ritual murdes
wiays played proaminent part 4y
the Russian Government denles
plicity in these charges against
Jews it takes no open steps to
once and  for all the ritual murd
slander which is one of the oa
of so many actual murders and
riges

U'ntil the Czar opemly den
those who bring these charges jw
by against the Jews a salut
the question is impossible,  Som
i when Michael Davitt was
cliing in Polish  Russia and
Jewish pale to investizate the oa
of the Kishinef attacs upon the |
he found that the false charge of

ual  murder”
anti-Semite newspapers
rectly  to the outrages
this miltter, he wrote:
“The Czar can accomplish
and blessed work, if
it altering a

published  broadeas
had led

Speakin

un
minded
single anti-Semit.
lous law. The Emperor can desn
Russia the atrocious legend atw
annual killing of Christian child
Jews as an alleged part of the
atonement in Hebrew paschal v
this humane and Christian
entitled to the cooperation of

peror of Austria, the King or 1t
nin and the hewds of othea

Ruites where this story of rit

der is constantly clrculated and

frequently is a part of politica
unda
“There ought to be a truly o

crusade
product

waged awainst
of ancient  insensat

hate, It was the inspiration
most horrible of Kishinef mourd
driving of nails through th.

women, the cutting out
of o

less

this

of th
two year old child, and
sexual mutilations, Thous
innocent  people have been
denth in the centuries thro
these erimes have been the bl
of a monstrous Invention b
Spirit of superstitious saviager
no age has yvet made any
civilized endeavor 1o exorcis
ignorant and fanatical Christ

“Let his Majesty the Cza
tusk to  other noble  dut
which his name s associatod
cial ukasge reciting his own
the ritual murder legend o
ding, under severs penaltios
lation anywhere and by any m
RMussla, ordering that

this uku
rewd in the Fmperor's nam

church in the Empire a fin
fore Faster cach yvear for tl

years=--let this b done sl
wark Is  practically  aceomp
Christinnity, for civilization
tussia too,

YA similar obligation les

Governments of Austria and

kan Btates
the worst
legend s
through the
being used,
politieal
Jews ot

tumania s o
sinner in this matte
in constant '
antl-Semite
in fact, as an at
campaigns  for dJdrin
of the country.”

There ¢an e no doubt, 0
Michael Davitt savs, that ¢
murder charge 8 merely a2
arousing public sentiment o
Jews for reasons of  polit
gamda, That the Czar has n
sued the ukase freeing the

the false charge is slgnifican?
the Government has failed
tempt, the fact that the jur
in a verdict admitting the
of “ritual murder" is onuno
extreme. It gs evident that 1}
not on trial, but the whaole 1
Joews who to-day inhablit 1
dominions.  Confined within |
nomic  Siberin™ of the Pal
indicate a further extensiv

tion of the unhappy people

. 8




